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The poor Priſoners Petition for Charity againſt Chriſtmas, 


ECCLESIASTES, Chip. XI. verſ. I. 


(aft thy bread upon the Waters , for thou ſhalt finde it after many dayM. 


To the right Honourable, the PX LIAN V now ſitting at WesTMINSTER, 


The humble Petition of the miſerable poor Priſoners in woodſtreet Compter, and in behalfe of the reſt of the poor Priſoners in and about London, maſt 
humbly begging your Charity and pity againſt this bleſſed time of Chriſtmas, =" FIT - 


Hambly ſhexeth : 


and thereupon granted the five pound AR wherein was expreſt that all thoſe Priſoners who were not able to pay fees, and Chamber rents, their own 
ſecurity was to be taken and ſiace that another gracious AR was granted, which tended as much to the good of Creditors , and poore Priſoners as 
could be expected, and yet for all this, the poore Priſoners muſt now be kept in Priſon to the endangering life there, for want of food; ualeſſe they 


can find money to ſatisſie the unreaſonable Jaylor. 
May it pleaſe this honorable Parliament to vouchſafe a charitable conſideration of your poore Petitioners, and to give their following hum · 


ble — onſttanee, but aGavourable aſpect, then with confidence wee may expect that charity, that pitty from Salters Hall which wee never 
yet found, 
And we ſhall be alwayes bound to Pray &c. 


T2 wheras the preceding Puliaments were graciouſly pleaſed to take into their charitable conſideration, the miſerable condition of poore Priſoners, 


To the honorable the Judges ſitting at Salters Hall, 5 . 


The bumble Remonſtrance of very many poore Priſoners , that have been and now are ſufferers in the Compter in woodftreet Longon , by the Ty- 
rannicall oppreſſions long ſigce continued and now practiſed by the power of the Maſter of the ſaid Priſon and his ſherking Officers. 


T3 all drink they uſe there in generall, is trong Beere and Ale, which muſt be bought by the Pciſoners in the houſe , ac the miſters priet which is as deere as in any place of Ba- 
I gland, bein g two pence the fligon ; beſides nick and froth, and generally very bad, and not any leave is there alle wed tothe poore Ptiſ ner, to (end out of doores for what hee 
wants, although he may have it bettet and cheaper for the ſame money abroad, and onely lives upon ch. rity. 
II. Thu all exzQions are there uſed to Priſoners and friends , viſicants chat poſſible may be in any place, for there th-y muſt pry for Tobacco, Pipes, and Candle, and be cheated too 
in the reckoning f not care full. 
III. That in there Chamber Rent there is as much oppreſſion as may be in generall , for the Priſoner payes all alike vhen he bath a bedf. lou, 1d none, and ſo likewiſe he that bath 
a Chamber to himſelfe, and he that hath a mite. ; 

IV. That all Garniſhes are baſely extorted, which is a thing altogether unlaw ſull, to the extreame abuſe of many a Priſoner by the ſharking Officers if not paid. 

V. That thoſe that are nor able to piy Chambertent at che day, are moſt barberouſly dealt withall, for without any reſp & of perſon he m iſt i om the bed ta the bare plankes, let the 
weather bee never ſo cold, and many times endangers life there, yet when he or they are to goe off, the Maſter calls for his Chamber rent and a ik $ them or their friends pay to a pen- 


ny, os if they had never layed in the hole upon Charuy, or elſe keepes them Priſoners untill legacies come about, and then pꝛyes himſelfe orelſe ghαrty. 
V every Gag e Chamber on che Miſt Gs and thc teat uf alt iwuught Lui Baits Noon, wiindut 2 Cnimney in it, is fave hillings tire werke to one alvne, and if hee 


hath a Mate he payes 8s much more, and they have their Chambers from ten ſhillings the wec k, to twenty ſhillings the week be ſi les. 
VII. That all that lodge on the Maſters fide, though in a three bed Chamber, muſt pay ſix peace a night ar leaſt, belies 12 pence for ſheets ,and ſome more lying fingle or double. 


All that i herin mentioned the poore Petitioners will maintaine to bs true. 


— 


The Petitioners further Humbly offer to your Honors theſe enſuing propoſalls, 
1 V V flechet is it not fitting that the Priſoners there ſu uld have as much accommodation in a civill way as in any other Priſon, : 


I 1. Whether it be nor fin ing that Priſoners there ſhould have liberty to buy at the beſt hand, what they dayly want without controle, 
UI. Whether is ig": ficcing ih it the Priſofer having paid for his ſheers ſhould quietly enjoy his Bed, and not be ſubjeR to every uke Officer, to bee tutned one of his lodging for 


want of money top3y them their unlawfull Garniſh, | 
Iv. Wheth:r is be not ficting ih it ev. ry Priſoncrs own engagement ſh1uld be ſatFcient for his Chamber rent for a convenient time, and not be ſubjeR to be tygadto a worſer ot ba- 


ſer place then many a dogkennet is. 
V. Whether is it not fit: ing that eve ry Priſoner that hath a bedfel'ow ſhould be eaſed the one balfe of his Chamber rent. 


VI, Whether fix pence a night bee ne: ſufficient for any one to pay that hath a Chamber to himſelſe. - | 
VII. Whether is ic not f: ting that the Priſoners there ſhould ſi 1d as much honeſty for their money as at the Upper Bench, or Fleet, where they have their drinke in generall , at five far- 


things the quatt, and there is little or no difference in the meaſure as they uſually fill, 
VIII. Whether is not fitting that the poore Priſoners in the hole there ſhould have their drinke as good cheape as the poore, in the Warde of the Upper Bench where they pay but one 


penny the quart for the beſt Rrong beete. | 
IX Whether is it fi ting that the poote Priſoners there ſhould be ſtopped for Chamber rent, or ſees when unable to pay 
X Whether is it ror ficting that your Honors now appointed torelieye the poore and oppreflied Priſoners, ſhould be fully ſatisfied , bow all Legacies andchaticable monies appoin- 


ted for chat place are diſpoſed of and got abuſed (as they ſay) by the M:ſter there and his ſherking Officers, 
XI. Whether is it not fit / ing that there ſhould not be one or more perſons of honeſty and indifferency appointed for that Priſon , that upon all juſt occaſions of complaint ſhould ſee 


the Priſoners have preſent remedy, * a 
AndlaRtiy your poote Peticioners moſt humbly beſeech your Honors thit you will bee pleaſed to regulate the exceffive Fees and Chamber tent of the (aid Priſon, according to the 


late AR, impowring your honors thereu to, whereby all oppr: ſſi n may be removed, and the pooce and honeſt Priſoner may be relic ved. 


And your Petitioners as in all duty bound ſhall pray &c. 


—_—]W 
— — 


* 


This humble Remonſtrance was preſented to the Honourable the Judges ſitting at Salters Hall, about the ſixt of March laſt 
ſed that the Priſons ſhould p eedily bee viſited, and that the poore Priſoners ſhould have redreſſe, but it ſeemes multiplicity of 
reaſon prevented their good intentions therein. 


— — the twenty eight of March addrefle was made unto Deputy Nov ix being then a conſtant ſitting Judge at Salters Hall, in the beh ilfe of the miſerable poore Priſoners ; - 
Avis orſhip an{wered that hee had ſeene the humble Remonſtrance before, for they bad it at the Hall , and for Mr. Hacxzr the Maſter of the Priſon, they under ſtood him to bee 
a very honeſt civill man, but preſſing his Worſhip farther to be mindfull of the miſery of the Prrſoners , his Worſhip anſwered that be doubted they hirdly ſhould have leaſure to do 


any thing in that buſneſſe, becauſe they ould be ſo extraordinary buſie about ſelling of Lands 3 but as it prooved he and they were very much diſappointed. 
God [end us more honeſt y and leſſe Honor, 


a omg 


45 3 25. 'of Mat. 35 and 36 Verſes. | 5 
r and yee gave mee drinke, I was à ftranger and pee toobe me in; 
Naked and pee cloatbed me, Nas ſicke, and pee viſited me, I mus in Priſon and yeecame unto me. 8 
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